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Members of the Board of Truste®&s. James, Members of the FaigylAdministrators,

Family, Friendsand most especiallyny fellow graduates.

I'd like to begin by pointing out that this ceremony celebrates elements that are both
very new and very old. Sitting in this brand new recreation fagilieyare reminded dfewis
growth, potential and futur®ressed in these rather peculiar costuyrte®yblack gowns and
pointy boards with swaying tassels for hats experience traditionghich have long
celebrated the completion of academic programs

Each of us is also celebrating new and old elements in our own lives. None of us is
exactly thesame as that first day we came to this University to earn a Bashmior
Master's degree. Yet there is much within each of us that has held steady throughout
the yearsin being here today we announce to the world that we have cherished an
education hsed upon solid values. Not all of us can name those values precisely, but

we know they have been operating in our lives

| have identified them with the Lasallian values of faifowledge, fidelity
wisdom,justice and association. And | can bestagpef these values through personal
experienceWhile | reflect on these values alive in my Jifénvite you to reflect on the

impact these values have had on your own life.

As | look out on the 450 individuals who make up the graduating class of 1996
seemany friends made during these past four years. | shared so many, taaghs
hopes and fears with them. They were there when | took on a double major and a
minor. They were there when my life as a Resident Assistant seemed almost

unbearableThey were there as we tried teageeate the student government system.






Life is experiences like these which have taught me the meahlmes' Lasallian
values faith, knowledge fidelity, wisdom justice and associatiarimThese values have

well been made real for me by friends, family, professors and mentors.

There are others who were veimpatant to usbut they are not here todaat least
notin body | probally would not be standing here aboutécave my Bachelors of
Arts in Hstory without the urging of my grandpaCannell whose love of history and

whoses



